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connects these towns, and runs westward from the last mentioned ;
it enters the Rocky Mountains by the valley of the Musselshell, a
tributary of the Missouri, and, after leaving Butte, follows the same
course as the Northern Pacific for some distance before crossing
the Columbia plateau to Seattle.
The Union Pacific Railway has its eastern terminals at Omaha
and Kansas City. From Omaha, the main line runs westward by
the Platte River and one of its tributaries to Cheyenne, where it
is joined by the line from Kansas City to Denver. The railway
then enters the Rocky Mountains by Evans Pass, crosses over the
plateau country lying between these mountains and the Wasatch
Range, and descends to Ogden, on the shores of Great Salt Lake.
From Ogden several lines, connected with the Union Pacific, run to
the coast. One goes to Portland by the old Oregon trail, following
first the Snake, and later the Columbia, Another adopts tKe old
California trail to San Francisco by way of the Humboldt River
and across the Sierra Nevada by the Truckee Pass, while a
third, pursuing what is practically the old Spanish trail, crosses
the Mohave Desert and the San Bernardino Mountains to Los
Angeles.
The Denver and Rio Grande Railway, which has one of its
eastern terminals at Pueblo, and is there connected with the Atchison,
Topeka, and Santa Fe line from Chicago by Kansas and the Arkansas
River, and with the Missouri Pacific from St. Louis and Kansas, as
well as with other lines, utilizes the valleys of the Arkansas and
the Rio Grande to carry it through the mountains on its way to Salt
Lake City, whence it is continued by the Western Pacific, which
runs to San Francisco first to the south and then to the north of
the line from Ogden by the California trail.
The main line of the Santa Fe system turns southward before
Pueblo is reached, crosses the outer ranges of the Rocky Mountains,
and enters the valley of the Rio Grande which one line follows to
El Paso. Another, however, breaks off at Albuquerque, crosses
the southern part of the Colorado Plateau, the Mohave Desert, and
the Sierra Nevada, and runs to San Francisco. The Southern
Pacific, the last of the trans-continental lines, starts from New
Orleans and enters the mountains near El Paso. It then crosses
the Arizona and Colorado desert regions on its way to Los
Angeles, whence one line follows the California and Puget Sound